Criteria for Level 1 Umpires Award
Pre-requisites
· A preliminary theory paper pass mark is required for the award of Level 1 accreditation
· Candidates for Level 1 accreditation will be required to umpire for a minimum duration of 30 minutes.  A series of tournament matches may be used to test for this award.
· Key Performance Indicators for the Level 1 Award
The candidate should 
· possess control; 
· display correct use of whistle, voice and terminology; 
· reasonably umpire the minor infringements; 
· penalize all obvious contacts and obstruction; 
· display a knowledge of the advantage rule.

This is a beginner badge only, and testers should not expect a perfect display.

Techniques

Dress
· Umpires shall wear clothes distinct from those of the players and preferably white or cream in color.  Suitable shoes shall be worn.

Voice
· Firm and decisive, generally heard easily.

Manner
· Confident and pleasant

Whistle
· Crisp and clear
Terminology
· Should be using correct terminology and complimentary hand signals
Fitness
· Has good coverage of the court for the entire game

Positioning
· Level with or just a little ahead of play, and following around the goal circle (although not always in the best possible position)

· Show knowledge of repositioning to ensure a clear view of play
· No umpire should be on court, except to take a Toss Up.

Vision
· Show some ability to look wide, look often and look early

· Not always follow the flight of the ball at the expense of watching the players and their court positioning.

Control
· A candidate being tested at this level must be able to demonstrate that they are in control of the game before they can umpire effectively.  Therefore, strong basic techniques as detailed above need to be displayed.

Decisions
Consistency is important at any level.  An umpire worthy of level 1 accreditation should be able to:

· Recognize stepping in all its forms

· Display a range of knowledge of the other minor rules such as “held ball”, “offside”, “over a third” etc

· Conduct a Toss Up in accordance with the Rule Book, if applicable

· Penalize all obvious Obstruction

· Penalize all obvious Contact, including the clear examples listed in the Rule Book

· Demonstrate an awareness of the Advantage Rule and its application, and apply this on all occasions where an Advantage Goal is scored. 

· Signal each Centre Pass.  If in any doubt, the candidate should check with the co-umpire and then the scorer.  Appropriate instructions must be given to the scorer and the timekeeper.

· Show a sound awareness that the Throw In is being taken in the correct place and all possible infringements are penalized.

· Demonstrate good knowledge of general rules together with reasonable consistency of their application.

